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EIGHT NATIONS CONFIRMED FOR PARA BOWLS
COMPETITION AT GLASGOW 2026

The Para Bowls competition at the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games will welcome
athletes from eight nations to contest three events, Women’s and Men’s B6-8 Pairs and B2-
3 Mixed Pairs, with host nation Scotland set to compete in all three events.

Scotland will be looking to defend their titles on home territory after winning gold in each
Para Bowls discipline at Birmingham 2022. Joining them on the rinks will be Australia,
England, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa and Wales, promising a vibrant
and competitive field for one of the Games’ most inclusive sports.

The Glasgow 2026 Bowls and Para Bowls competitions will take place from Friday 24 July to
Sunday 2 August 2026, with the Games set to be the UK’s largest sporting event next
summer, bringing together 3,000 athletes from 74 nations and territories to compete for
more than 200 medals. Para sport will be at the heart of the action, with 47 medal events
across six disciplines — the most expansive Para sport programme in Commonwealth
Games history.

Para Bowls made its debut as a demonstration sport at Victoria 1994, before officially
joining the Commonwealth Games programme at Manchester 2002. Since then, it has
featured at Glasgow 2014, Gold Coast 2018 and Birmingham 2022, with Glasgow 2026
matching the three-event format seen in Birmingham.

Malaysia returns to the Para Bowls line-up for the first time since Glasgow 2014, having
previously won two bronze medals at Manchester 2002, whilst Singapore will make its
historic debut in the Para Bowls disciplines at a Commonwealth Games.

Six nations — Australia, England, New Zealand, Scotland, South Africa and Wales - continue
their 100% attendance record, having qualified once again through their respective
Commonwealth Games Associations.

The confirmation of the eight nations taking part in Para Bowls at Glasgow 2026 comes in
the week that Scotland play Australia in a Test Series. Pauline Wilson, B6-B8 Pairs
Commonwealth champion and member of Glasgow 2026 Athlete Advisory Committee, who
is representing Scotland in the series this week, said “Competing at a home Games is a
dream come true. The support in Glasgow will be electric and we're ready to give it
everything to defend our titles. The Commonwealth Games has given so many of us a
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platform to shine and show the world how fantastic our sport can be — and Glasgow 2026
will be no exception.”

Rebecca Van Asch, High Performance Manager for Bowls Australia one of Australia’s most
decorated lawn bowlers is part of the Australian contingent in Glasgow this week and is
looking forward to city’s infamous crowd next year, “We're really excited. Any time you get
to get to a Commonwealth Games is fantastic. We had some great performances at the last
Games in Birmingham, so we're hoping to build on that now. There's nothing that beats, the
Commonwealth Games environment when it is Games time. I'm sure, Glasgow as a city and
Scotland as a whole, will be phenomenal and really be buzzing. We'll try and feed off that
energy.”

Jade Gallagher, Chief Operating Officer, Glasgow 2026 said “Para Bowls is a wonderful
example of the Commonwealth Games' commitment to inclusion. Para sport is at the very
heart of this Games and it's apt that the first sport qualification announcement is from a
Para sport, showing the strength and depth of the whole sport programme that will take
place in Glasgow next year.

“We look forward to watching a diverse line-up of nations compete in Glasgow, including
debutants and returning medal contenders; the stage is set for an inspiring, exciting and
altogether brilliant Games next summer.”

Ann-Louise Morgan, Director of Sport, Commonwealth Sport said: “The integrated sports
programme is one of the defining features of the Commonwealth Games, and Para Bowls
exemplifies the unique spirit of inclusion that sets our Movement apart. Glasgow 2026 will
showcase the very best of the sport, with world-class athletes competing in front of
passionate home crowds. With a new indoor format, we're proud to see the Games once
again leading the way in innovation, delivering thrilling competition while ensuring Para
athletes remain at the heart of the action.”

Owen James, Acting President, International Bowls for the Disabled said “The return of
Malaysia and the debut of Singapore in the Para Bowls arena at Glasgow 2026 completes
an extremely strong and diverse playing field. With Para Bowls celebrating its fifth
consecutive back-to-back appearance at the Commonwealth Games this will an extremely
competitive event.

“Para Bowls exemplifies the sporting principles of inclusivity, accessibility and participation
providing the opportunity for these outstanding Para athletes to compete at the highest
level in their sport. Glasgow is an outstanding venue and the passion, enthusiasm and
energy which the city and the spectators will bring to the Games will create lifelong
memories for all the players and coaching staff involved. We can’t wait to get out onto the
rinks.”
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Brett O'Riley, President, World Bowls “Our aspiration is for bowls to be the most diverse
and inclusive sport, and Para Bowls is one of the most rapidly growing areas of our game.
Having Para Bowls again included at the Commonwealth Games, with a diverse range of
countries, is both important and pleasing. We look forward to further expanding the Para
field of countries and players at future Games.”

Tickets for Glasgow 2026 go on sale later this month. To access the exclusive pre-sale for
tickets, register your details by 16 October 2026 at www.glasgow2026.com

-ENDS-

Notes to Editors

For media enquiries and interview requests, contact: media@glasgow2026.com

Keep up to date with all the latest Games news via Glasgow 2026 social media channels:

e Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/G2026/

e Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/Glasgow_2026/

e LinkedIn: https://www.LinkedIn.com/company/Glasgow2026

e Threads: https://www.threads.net/ @glasgow_2026

e TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@commonwealthsport?lang=en
e X https://x.com/glasgow_2026

e YouTube: https://wwwyoutube.com/@CommonwealthGames

The Games hashtag is #Glasgow2026

About Glasgow 2026

Glasgow 2026 promises an altogether brilliant Commonwealth Games, paving the way for a
new era of Commonwealth Sport.

Taking place from 23 July to 2 August, Glasgow 2026 is an 11-day celebration that combines
world-class sport with a future-focused vision, built and delivered by the vibrant spirit of
Glasgow.

Set within a concentrated, eight-mile corridor that brings the Games closer to the fans than
ever before, Glasgow 2026 will deliver:

e A record-breaking Para sport programme — 47 events across six sports

e The biggest Track Cycling, Swimming and 3x3 Basketball competitions seen at a
Commonwealth Games

e Groundbreaking events like the return of the Commonwealth Mile in Athletics
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10 exhilarating sports across four of the city’s iconic venues; from Scotstoun Stadium to
the Scottish Event Campus (SEC), the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome and Arena, to Tollcross
International Swimming Centre.

Glasgow 2026 will see 3,000 volunteers, alongside thousands of fans, and communities
from across the city join together to welcome 3,000 athletes from 74 nations and
territories to the city.

Led by Chair George Black CBE, an independent Board and Chief Executive Officer, Phil
Batty OBE, Glasgow 2026 Limited is the Organising Company (OC) which will deliver the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow next summer.

Based in the city centre, the OC will directly employ around 160 people and is privately
funded, securing its income through Commonwealth Sport, corporate sponsorship,
broadcast rights, global partnerships and ticket sales, which will see almost £150 million
direct external investment into the city of Glasgow, with no cost to the public purse to
deliver the sporting competition.

About Commonwealth Sport

Commonwealth Sport is the organisation with responsibility for the direction and control of
the Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth Youth Games, and for delivering the vision
of the Commonwealth Sport Movement: 'Our Commonwealth, united through sport'

Our mission is to deliver inspirational and impactful Games; to excite and empower
athletes and young people; and to drive equality in sport and society across the
Commonwealth. Established in 1930, the Commonwealth Sport Movement brings together 74
independent nations and territories creating a diverse Commonwealth community of over
2.5 billion individuals, representing one-third of the world's population.

Together we stand as a beacon of unity, diversity, and equality, completely integrating Para
athletes, driving gender equality and advocating for legacy and social change through sport.

About Commonwealth Games Scotland

Commonwealth Games Scotland (CGS) is one of 74 Commonwealth Games Associations who
are members of the Commonwealth Games Federation.

Commonwealth Games Scotland is the lead body for Commonwealth sport in Scotland, and
is the organisation responsible for selecting, preparing and leading Team Scotland at the
Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth Youth Games.

Scotland has competed in every Games since the first Empire Games in 1930 and has
hosted the Games three times - twice in Edinburgh 1970 and 1986 and most recently in
Glasgow in 2014,

Working closely with Scotland’s national governing bodies of sport and the sportscotland
institute of sport, Commonwealth Games Scotland aims to have the best prepared team
possible at every Games, creating the right performance environment and giving athletes
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every opportunity to excel at the Games, as part of a world class sporting system.

Commonwealth Games Scotland and its member sports rely on investment, including
National Lottery support, from sportscotland, the national agency for sport. CGS also
actively seeks additional support for team preparations from commercial partners,
fundraising activities and the Commonwealth Games Endowment Trust.



	Tickets for Glasgow 2026 go on sale later this month. To access the exclusive pre-sale for tickets, register your details by 16 October 2026 at www.glasgow2026.com

